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On August 29, 2016, the program welcomed 26 new students, including 13
students from Columbia University, 8 students from the University of
Pennsylvania, 3 students from Barnard College, 1 student from John Hopkins
University, and 1 student from Williams College.
During their first week in the program, students were guided through the
different aspects of their study abroad experience (strategies to cope with
cultural adaptation, presentation of the on-site academic curriculum,
introduction to the French university system, selection of extra-curricular
activities, practical information for getting around Paris, safety and security
briefings). Orientation week was accompanied by a series of cultural activities,
amongst which guided tours of Paris to the Marais district, Montmartre, and
the Palais Royal, ending on a visit of the Château de Chantilly with a food
tasting of the real crème Chantilly prepared by the Chef in front of the
students!
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I HAD A MUCH BETTER SENSE OF PARIS

Columbia University
Undergraduate Programs
in Paris

THE BOAT RIDE WAS THE BEST
EVERYTHING I NEEDED TO KNOW WAS DISCUSSED
I GOT TO EXPERIENCE A NEW PART OF PARIS WITH A
BETTER HISTORICAL CONTEXT AS WELL
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Language Program
Every Thursday evening,
during the last hour of
class, guest speaker Adrien
LeRay (actor) intervened in
the
language
course
PRACTICUM I. The students improved their oral
skills through a playful approach to the French language. At the end of the
semester Adrien invited
them to a performance of
his show Les Franglaises performed at the Bobino
Theater.

As part of the language
course PRACTICUM II,
students were given the
great privilege of attending
a Symposium entitled « 35
years after the abolition of
the death penalty » with the
former Minister of Justice,
Robert Badinter, who was
at the origin of the abolition. It was a very moving
experience for the students.

The Dictionary of Received
Ideas “completely plagiarized on that of Flaubert”
written and composed by
the sutdents of ACADEMIC WRITING III culminated in an exhibition at the
end-of-semester cocktail.
On this occasion we read
examples such as “Dinner:
A (French) show that never
ends and that cannot start
before 8pm.”

At the end of the semester,
the students took the very
official language placement
test, TCF (Test de Connaissance du Français), administered by the Ministry of
Education.
The results speak for themselves.
B1: intermediate level / B2:
advanced intermediate level
C1: advanced level with
good command of the language / C2: full language
proficiency

On-site courses

On Sunday, November 20th, Professor
Giuseppe Gerbino (Chair of Music
Humanities, Columbia University) took
his students to Versailles to listen to
Purcell’s Dido and Aeneas in the context
of his class "MASTERPIECES OF
WESTERN MUSIC."

The course on « POLITICAL LIFE IN
FRANCE », in partnership with the
NOUVEAU COLLÈGE D’ÉTUDES
POLITIQUES (NCEP) organized a discussion on French American elections.
Students from the program were able to
exchange with French students on current
events in order to better understand the
functionning of political and electoral systems in France and in the United States
(campaign
financing,
coverage
of
private/public life, etc.).

SUPERVISED RESEARCH
- Conor Beckerman Les Femmes et l’argent dans la Comédie Humaine dir.
Mathilde Labbé – Université de Nantes
- Max Binder La marche Existrans et la lutte transgenre à Paris, dir. Christelle
Taraud - Centre de Recherche en histoire du XIXéme (Université Paris I/
Paris IV)
- Michael Thurston L’incongruité de la violence chez Haneke, dir. Fabien
Delmas - Université Paris Est Marne la Vallée
- Megan Wicks La Philosophie morale, dir. Florent Jakob - Université
Columbia Paris
- Allison Yu Le Développement de la gastronomie française au 19ème siècle, dir.
Yannick Séité – Université Paris Denis Diderot

Guided tour of the Centre Pompidou
Metz with Professor Catherine Marcangeli, instructor of the course on "CULTURAL POLITICS."
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Extra-curricular activities
FOODIE WEEK, on the sidelines of The National
Food Week, students were
treated to culinary demonstrations, cheese, wine and
pastry tastings.

THE PASTRY WERE
EXCELLENT !

STUDENT CABARET
Four professional stage artists (Eurydice
El-Etr, actress ; Anna Krempp, pianist ;
Fé Avouglan, singer ; and Renaud Boutin, director) agreed to direct volunteer
students from the program to create the
first edition of a series of Student Cabaret performances at Reid Hall. The
first show “An American in Paris” was a
huge success!

VERY GOOD EXPERIENCE !

THE TASTING WEEK WAS
GREAT !
VERY INTERESTING
MIAM-MIAM !

THE CONVERSATION EXCHANGE WORKSHOPS organized in partnership with the University Paris I Panthéon-Sorbonne enjoyed a great success this semester.
These workshops allowed students
to meet French peers early on in the
semester.

THE WORSKHOP WAS GREAT
THE FRENCH STUDENTS
HELPED ME IMPROVE MY
FRENCH

GREAT SUCCESS !
WONDERFUL EXPERIENCE !

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON STUDENT EXPERIENCES IN PARIS, PLEASE VISIT OUR BLOG « ALLÉES ET VENUES »

Partnership with the Columbia Alumni Association (CAA) - France
For the second consecutive year Halloween was
celebrated bringing together
the
Columbia
community of Paris
with nearly 100 students
and Alumni present.

A breakfast discussion was organi- Discussion with French President
zed the day after the American elec- Valéry Giscard d'Estaing (1974tion results with Philip Frayne 1981) on "The future trajectory of
(CC’81), Ministor Counselor for an integrated Europe."
Public and Cultural Affairs at the
American Embassy in Paris.
Roundtable discussion on "The role of the media in
the coverage of the U.S elections" in collaboration
with Catherine Viette (JRN’02), journalist at France
24. This event was followed by nearly 200 viewers in
France and in the U.S on the program’s Facebook Live
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Faculty Lectures
Publication of professor
Jean-Michel Dequeker’s
book Une Histoire au fil du
récit. Professor Dequeker
teaches a course on Urban
Paris. Any history of France is
a construction. The great national
narrative, constantly renewed, is
as much a matter of dramaturgy
as of mythology, which often tells
more about the story being made
than it reveals the truth on past
events.

In
partnership
with
the
Columbia Global Centers | Paris, Professor
Giuseppe Gerbino gave a lecture on "Music
and Mind: A View from the Renaissance."

Faculty lecturer, Cédric Moreau de Bellaing,
animated a discussion with his research colleagues from the EHESS, CNRS and the
University Cergy Pontoise on France’s current socio-political situation one year after
the November 13th terrorsit attacks. "Neither war nor peace - A year after the attacks."

Read the interview

Events
COLUMBIA SOUNDS

FRENCH-AMERICAN EXCHANGE

Matthew Goodheart, Mellon post-doctoral Fellow of the
Department of Music of Columbia University and Marylin
Nonken also a former PhD student of the Columbia Department of Music and currently Associate Professor and
Director of Piano Studies at the Steinhardt School (NYU),
each gave a piano recital to an enchanted audience of students and Alumni.

IT WAS VERY NICE TO
MEET THE FRENCH
STUDENTS
THE DINER WAS
GREAT

French-American dinner
between French visiting
students to Columbia in
the Spring (Paris-Sorbonne University, Paris
IV and Paris I PanthéonSorbonne
University)
and the students from
the program. An opportunity for them to exchange about life in Paris
versus
New
York,
courses, etc., and especially to exchange phone
numbers!

Spring 2017
In the spring 2017, the new student body
is composed of 24 students from
Columbia University, 4 students from
Barnard College, 3 students from Harvard
College, 1 student from the University of
Pennsylvania, and 1 student from Johns
Hopkins University. We warmly welcome
them and wish them an excellent semester
in Paris!
(TO BE CONTINUED...)

Next newsletter
to be issued
June 2017

Pour vous abonner à notre
newsletter semestrielle

