
Welcome to Intermediate French II!
This 4-point, 7-week summer course is de-

signed for non-native speakers who have taken 3 
semesters of  French or have placed out of  In-
termediate I (or equivalent). The course consists 
of  three weekly classes (Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Thursdays), as well as cultural excursions 
(every effort will be made to schedule these on 
Fridays, but please know that that may not always 
be possible. The dates and times of  all excursions 
will be announced as far in advance as possible so 
that you can account for them, should you plan 
any travel.

The course’s objective’s are three-fold:
• to advance students’ grammatical com-

mand of  written and spoken French;
• to contextualize their language study with a 

variety of  literary, artistic, and cultural 
readings in the classroom; and

• to provide students the opportunity to re-
inforce and refine their new skills and 

knowledge through an immersive experi-
ence in Paris. 

Our lessons will be organized around the 
theme of  Parisian history, urban studies, and ex-
ploration and discovery. How was Paris trans-
formed from a medieval city to a global one? 
How did the city grow, change, evolve, develop 
and reinvent itself ? How did the city become the 
City of  Lights and attain its iconic, mythic status?

We will approach these questions by explor-
ing the neighborhoods of  Paris: their history and 
the changes they have undergone as well as their 
current state and how they may be experienced 
today. To discover the city and its many neigh-
borhoods, you will immerse yourselves in Parisian 
daily life in a variety of  ways, including assign-
ments that will ask you to move throughout the 
city, and use your skills and knowledge to engage 
with the people who live here.

Adam Cutchin
Office Hours:

by appointment
amg2351@columbia.edu
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Attendance
Daily attendance, punctuality, preparedness, and active par-
ticipation are crucial components of  your grade and abso-
lutely essential if  you want to make good progress in the 
course. Attendance is mandatory and the weight of  your 
participation in your final grade reflects how important it is.

You are allowed two “free,” no-questions-asked ab-
sences to use over the course of  the semester. After two 
absences, each absence will result in a 5% deduction from 
your participation grade. No distinction will be made be-
tween excused and unexcused absences, except under ex-
treme circumstances (grave illness, family emergencies). 
Consistent late arrival or early departure will affect your 
attendance grade. Arriving late is discourteous and disrup-
tive; three excessively late arrivals will be considered as an 
absence; the same applies to leaving class early.

Being absent from class is not an acceptable excuse for 
not doing homework or not turning in an assignment; as-

signments are due on time, whether you are able to come to 
class or not!

If  anything remains unclear after class or on a day you 
must be absent, or if  you wish to discuss any class topic, 
you are always welcome to come by during office hours or 
to make an appointment with me for another time.

Consult with your instructor promptly if  you are hav-
ing trouble with any component of  the course!

Participation and Preparation
Good participation will only be possible with good prepa-
ration; your participation grade will reflect your preparation 
for class. Students are expected to have read and studied 
assigned material before coming to class, and to have com-
pleted all assigned homework. When readings from the 
textbook are assigned, students are required take notes, in 
English and in their own words; these notes should be 
taken in a notebook that I will collect on test days..

Attendance, Participation, and Preparation

Required Texts:
Denise Rochat. Contrastes: Grammaire du 

français courant. 2nd edition. Pearson 
Prentice Hall, 2010.

Denise Rochat and Catherine Bloom. 
Workbook for Contrastes: Grammaire 
du français courant. Pearson Prentice 
Hall, 2010.

Coursepack

Additional exercises, resources, and texts 
will be posted on Courseworks
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Class time will be devoted to prac-
ticing when and how to use the struc-
tures introduced in homework read-
ings and assignments, and discussing 
texts. Even though we will not always 
have time to go over all homework 
assignments in class, I guarantee that 
doing them will help you assimilate 
new structures. Whenever an answer 
key is available, correct your work be-
fore coming to class so that you can 
ask any questions you might have. I 
strongly encourage you to bring up 
any questions you have from the 
homework during class.

When preparing assigned read-
ings, make every effort to come to 
class with a solid understanding of  the 
text(s) studied and questions and ideas 
for discussion.

Written Assignments
All assignments will be written in 
French in order to aid in the develop-
ment of  your writing skills, test your 
mastery of  the grammatical and syn-
tactic structures, and demonstrate your 
knowledge of  course content.

Papers are graded based on their 
content, grammatical accuracy, and 
style. You will be given formatting 
guidelines and a rubric that explains 
the range of  grades for these three 
areas in greater detail. I will annotate 
your composition using a correction 
code, grade it, and return it to you. 
You will then correct your work and 
resubmit both versions. A good re-
write will raise the composition grade 
by one increment (e.g., from a B to a 
B+). Failure to hand in a rewrite will 
affect your participation grade.

Plagiarism results in an automatic 
F and may incur disciplinary action as 
well.

Tests
There will be three tests and a final 
exam during the course which will 
evaluate your understanding of  mate-
rial covered in class. These tests will 
also provide feedback on the quality of 
your daily class participation. There 
will be no make-up exams in this class 
for any reason. If  you miss an exam, 
it will not be counted in your final 
grade. If  a religious holiday you will 
observe falls on a day when we have 

class, please let me know about it dur-
ing the first two weeks of  classes so 
that exams may be scheduled accord-
ingly.

Disability Services
Students with disabilities who will be 
taking this course and may need 
disability-related accommodations are 
encouraged to make an appointment 
to see the instructor as soon as possi-
ble. Disabled students who need test 
or classroom accommodations must 
be registered in advance with the Of-
fice of  Disability Services (ODS).

Academic Integrity
Students are expected to do their own 
work on all tests and assignments for 
this class. You should consult and 
familiarize yourself  with the Honor 
Code, and it must be in the forefront 
of  your minds when you do any as-
signment.

Please do not use online transla-
tors, lift material from French lan-
guage websites without properly citing 
your sources (and even with citation, 
only if  I have agreed to that practice 
in advance; ask me if  you need help 
properly citing sources), or accept 
help from any other person when you 
are doing any assignment, including 
homework. This especially applies to 
help, however well-intentioned, from 
classmates or friends. 

Plagiarism in the context of  this 
class includes the use of  online trans-
lators (such as Google Translate) or 
the help of  others to produce written 
work that is well beyond your level. 
Because any academic integrity viola-
tion undermines our intellectual com-
munity, students found to have 
cheated, plagiarized, or committed any 
other act of  academic dishonesty can 
expect to receive a zero for the work 
in question, possibly an F for the en-
tire course, and other severe repercus-
sions, including an appearance before 
the honor board.
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Breakdown of the Final Grade:
20%	 Attendance, Participation, Preparation, and Quizzes
20%	 Compositions and Discussion Board Posts
20%	 Tests
20%	 Presentations and Oral Proficiency
20%	 Final Exam

« Manier savamment une langue, c’est pratiquer 
une espèce de sorcellerie évocatoire. »
Charles Baudelaire, Œuvres complètes
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When are your office hours? During the sum-
mer, they are by appointment only— but that 
doesn’t mean I’m not available!

What are good reasons to come to office 
hours? Didn’t understand something we went 
over in class? Want to clarify instructions for an 
assignment? Want to run an idea for a composi-
tion by me? Want to practice speaking in French 
more? These are all great reasons to come to of-
fice hours! You don’t need an appointment. Dur-
ing those hours, I’m there for you, and we can 
speak in French or English. Don’t be shy! Also, 
don’t wait until after a test, exam, or composition 
is handed back to come to office hours! Come in 
advance, prepared with specific questions or 
points you’d like to go over, to make sure that 
you’re well prepared for things to come.

I have class during your office hours. What 
should I do? Email me, proposing a couple of  
precise times when you’d like to meet. Talking to 
me before, during, or after class to set up a meet-
ing isn’t a good idea since I don’t have my calen-
dar in front of  me and won’t be able to give you a 
firm commitment.

I didn’t understand something from the 
homework. What should I do? Bring it up in 
class! Even if  we don’t have time to go over eve-
rything, if  you have a question, it’s incredibly likely 
that someone else does, too— which means it’s 
worthwhile to go over it together. Our class time 
is limited, though, so it is possible that I’ll suggest 

you come see me during office hours; if  that 
happens, don’t be discouraged from continuing 
to ask questions in the future!

Can I use my laptop in class? Unless I specifi-
cally ask you to, or you have a medical reason to 
do so, you may not use laptops, tablets, or phones 
during class. There is no reason you will need 
them since this is not a lecture-format class.

If  I miss class, will you send me the material 
I missed? No. Documents distributed in class 
will generally be available on CourseWorks, so 
you should look there or ask a classmate. I will be 
happy to meet with you during office hours to go 
over any questions you have about material you 
may have missed, but there is no way to recreate 
the missed experience of  being in class. Being 
absent from class is not an acceptable excuse for 
not doing homework or not turning in an as-
signment; assignments are due on time, whether 
you are able to come to class or not!

« La langue française, d’ailleurs, est une 
eau pure que les écrivains maniérés 
n’ont jamais pu et ne pourront jamais 
troubler. »
Guy de Maupassant, Pierre et Jean

FAQs
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« La langue française 
comporte en soi tout 
ce qu'il faut aux es-
prits clairs pour s'ex-
primer clairement. »
Georges Duhamel, 
Discours aux nua-
ges
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I am not registered at ODS, but IÕm a slow test-
taker. If  I donÕt finish an exam on time, may I take 
an extra 10 minutes? No, in the interest of  fairness to 
all students, you may not take extra time unless you are 
registered with ODS. This policy applies even if  you start 
an exam lateÑ so make sure to be on time!

Lastly, a noteÑ not an FAQÑ about email. Class 
time is our main point of  contact and you should take 
advantage of  that opportunity to seek clarity and instruc-
tion on any course work. I can be reached at 
amg2351@columbia.edu, which I check three times a day 
on classroom days, and never after 9 p.m. I commit to 
responding to emails, if  they require a response, within a 
reasonable delay, but may take up to 24 hours, so you 
should plan ahead if  you need a response from me.
¥ DO refer to your syllabus, assignment sheet, Course-

Works, printed materials, and class notes before email-
ing me.

¥ DO contact one or more of  your classmates before 
sending me an email.

¥ DO send email from your school address and include 
an informative subject line.

¥ DO use letter-writing conventions (address me politely 
in some way, sign your name at the end of  the e-mail).

¥ DO email me in FrenchÑ youÕre more than capable of 
doing so at this point! If  itÕs absolutely necessary, for 
the sake of  clarity, you may write to me in English.

¥ DO NOT email me the night or morning before an 
assignment is due or before a test with last-minute 
questions or to ask for an extension.

¥ DO NOT send a follow-up email asking if  I received 
your email. I will reply to your email, if  a reply is neces-
sary.

FAQs, continued

Grading Scale
All assignments and assessments will be graded, and Þnal 
grades will be assigned, according to the following percent -
age standards:

A+" 100Ð99

A" 98Ð93

AÐ" 92Ð90

B+" 89Ð87

B" 86Ð83

BÐ" 82Ð80

C+" 79Ð77

C" 76Ð73

CÐ" 72Ð70

D+" 69Ð67

D" 66Ð63

F" 62Ð0
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